Improving access to health care for children.
The number of uninsured children has been growing at an alarming rate. The most vulnerable children are those in lower-income families who are falling through the cracks between evolving government-sponsored health insurance programs. Recent policy initiatives may not be adequate to extend coverage to more children. Many low-income children actually are eligible for Medicaid but are not enrolled for a variety of reasons. The numbers of these children have risen due to welfare reform. Better outreach efforts are needed to ensure that new child health insurance programs and Medicaid expansions achieve their goals. A comprehensive assessment of insurance status and referral to community agencies should be an integral part of patient care for all healthcare providers.